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The Vigil Walk offers a series of experiential outdoor stations on the campus of St Mary’s, 

from the playground to the labyrinth, inviting us into beauty and mystery of Holy Week, 

March 28 – April 11, 2021. Members of St Mary’s of all ages contributed their vision 

and prayerful witness to the project. You may learn about their inspiration and 

contributions below. 

 

The stations represent what is happening in our world and in our hearts following the 

narrative of the Passion Gospel, the last days of Jesus’ life and death, and leading us into the 

dawning light of the Easter Vigil. The themes for the stations reflect various elements of the 

Passion of Christ, the stations of the cross, and the lessons, prayers, and renewal of 

baptismal vows within the service of the Easter Vigil (Book of Common Prayer, p. 285).  

 

Station 1: Creation 

Station 2: Covenant 

Station 3: Deliverance 

Station 4: Justice 

Station 5: Witness 

Station 6: Refuge 

Station 7: Gethsemane 

Station 8: Trial 

Station 9: Cross 

Station 10: Baptism 

Station 11: Crucifixion 

Station 12: Light 

 

 

  

Building the  

Vigil Walk  
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Station 1: Creation 

From primal light to sabbath rest 

Anika La Vine Tritt created these reproductions of Godly Play story panels, telling the 

story of creation from the Book of Genesis.  

 

 

 

 

 

They hang on the fence by the playground to provide the first station:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Station 2: Covenant 

What promises will we make? 

“As God made covenants to humanity, we can make covenants and promises to our 

community (e.g., family, neighbors, church, city, nation, world, etc.).  We were trying to 

think of a way we could make a board where individuals could write down their promise to 

their community (however they define it).  Perhaps it's to volunteer somewhere, say a kind 

word to a stranger, or learn about a different perspective or culture.” Liesl Carter  
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Station 3: Deliverance 

Safe passage across the sea 

In the story of Moses and the Israelites fleeing 

from the advancing army and finding safe 

passage through the parting of the sea, we 

discover the presence of God. “On the path 

behind the church, I imagined a wall of water 

on either side and the experience of walking 

through a time of peril and arriving safely.” 

Catherine Amy Kropp 

Station 4: Justice 

Break the chains 

We are called to break the chains of injustice as the 

prophet Isaiah proclaimed. The top panels, when lifted, 

reveal a second set of panels with information on the 

prevention, acknowledgement, awareness and healing of 

sexual assault in Alaska. If the material is triggering, you 

can choose to view only the top panels with photos of 

Alaska and passages of scripture. Designed by Erin and 

Kelly Ballantyne. 

 

“Jesus groaned out of the depths, crying loudly, Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani, which 

means, My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” (Matthew 27:45-46).  

 

Station 5: Witness 

Simon of Cyrene carries the burden 

“When I learned about the Vigil Walk, I 

immediately thought of the poem of Simon of 

Cyrene. It has had such an impact on my life. 

Bob was going to draw a picture of Simon 

helping Jesus but, as we looked for ideas, we 

found the picture in the children’s way of the 

cross. Our time in Israel has had great impact 

on our lives. We wanted to share the miracles 

we received with others.”  

Jann & Bob Sherrill 

Photo by Matt Hardy on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@matthardy?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/collections/51126482/%2F%2Fstorm?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Station 6: Refuge  

“Be still and know that I am God” (Ps 46:10) 

  

Psalm 46 is part of the liturgy of the Word for the 

Easter Vigil and can follow the telling of the flood 

story (Genesis 7-9). The colorful drawings with the 

psalm verses were designed by the Kam-Magruders 

(Amae, Noa, Miya) and the Wilsons (Keiko, Emiko).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Station 7: Gethsemane 

Listening to the cry of the Earth 

Jesus prayed in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. “And going a little farther, 

he threw himself on the ground and 

prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let 

this cup pass from me…” (Matthew 

26:36-41) 

 

“I believe that if Christ is the One "through whom all things have their being,” then we 

betray Christ if we sleep through the dying of God’s creation and he is crucified once 

more for our sins.” Kate McClellan 

 

Station 8: Trial 

Dwelling within the judgement of the world  

Here you can sit on the bench and imagine yourself at the trial of a 

Jesus. “I was drawn to the moment of silence when Jesus doesn’t reply 

to Pilate, and I wanted to sit and think about Pilate’s questions and the 

silent witnesses in the world today.” Catherine Amy Kropp 
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Station 9: Cross 

Taking up the cross 

“We will build a large cross and a crown of thorns, and 

people can take the cross and walk with it down our 

station and back. And we will have the Bible verses. We 

want them to have a picture of what Jesus went 

through.” Hayden Hunter and family  

 

Station 10: Baptism 

Rising from death into life 

“We offer our witness to justice and human 

dignity through the vows of the baptismal 

covenant as we rise from death into new life 

through Christ. We remember victims of violence 

with the theme of tears into flowers.” Alice 

Smith, Karol Libbey, Rashmika Paton, Ann Spohnholz, Judy 

Thompson and Laura Hanrahan. The prayer flags were made by 

Judy Thompson and Laura Hanrahan. 

 

Station 11: Crucifixion 

Experiencing the crucifixion and tomb 

“I missed not having Holy Week rituals. Then I 

thought about how Christ must have felt in those 

final days. When I saw the bell tower as one of the 

stations in the Vigil Walk, I was drawn to it. When I 

saw the recessed openings in the bell tower, it all came together. I 

knew we could experience the story of the crucifixion and the burial of 

Christ.” Kathryn McCormack 

 

 

Station 12: Light 

Entering the light of the Easter Vigil (April 3) 

On Holy Saturday, we entered into the light of the Easter Vigil at 

station 12 with the opportunity to light a candle from the fire at the 

center of St Mary’s labyrinth and decorate the Easter tree.  
 


