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COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: God be with you
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Eternal God, the whole cosmos sings of your glory, from the dividing of a single cell to the vast
expanse of interstellar space: We bless you for your theologian and scientist Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin, who perceived the divine in the evolving creation. Enable us to become faithful
stewards of your divine works and heirs of your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ, the
firstborn of all creation, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever
and ever.

PSALM 65 The St. Helena Psalter

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem.

To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, because of their transgressions.
Our sins are stronger than we are, but you will blot them out.

Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there;
they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.

Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,
O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away.
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You make fast the mountains by your power;
they are girded about with might.

You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.

Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;
the river of God is full of water.

You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.

You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing
and the hills be clothed with joy.

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 3:31-35

The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to the earth
and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to
what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted his
testimony has certified this, that God is true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of God,
for he gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the Son and has placed all things in
his hands.

The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

REMEMBERING PIERRE TEILHARD DE CHARDIN

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin was a ground-breaking paleontologist and Christian mystic whose
vision encompassed the evolution of all matter toward a final goal in which material and spiritual
shall coincide and God shall be all in all.

Teilhard was born in 1881. In 1899, he entered the Jesuit novitiate, moving to England in
1902 when French law nationalized the properties of religious orders. After taking a degree in
literature in 1902, he went to Egypt to teach chemistry in the Jesuit College in Cairo. There he
fell in love with the east. Teilhard moved back to England in 1908 and began to synthesize his
already vast knowledge of evolution, philosophy and theology. He was ordained priest in 1911.
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Teilhard did research at the Natural History Museum in Paris, leading to the Sorbonne
(University of Paris) where he completed his doctorate in paleontology. He went to China
where, with other researchers, he made public the famous “Peking Man" hominid in 1926.
Teilhard developed a vision of creation which held that evolution was the process by which
matter inexorably arranges itself toward greater complexity until recognizable consciousness
emerges. For Teilhard, this described a continuing process of human evolution that moves
toward a new level of consciousness in which the universe will come to perfect unity and find
itself one with God. God, then, is the highest point of pure consciousness, always “pulling” the
evolutionary process towards its promised destiny, which he called the “Omega Point.”

Teilhard struggled with the Roman Church that was suspicious of his seemingly radical and
heterodox writings. He was forbidden to teach and had to defend himself against charges of
heresy. Teilhard remained loyal. After his death, many came to recognize his vision as a deeply
Christian one that sought to reconcile the Biblical vision of God's final triumph over sin and
disunity with the undeniable discoveries of evolutionary science.

Shortly before he died, he prayed: “O God, if in my life I have not been wrong, allow me to die
on Easter Sunday”. He died on April 10, 1955: Easter Sunday.

PRAYERS

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.

HoOLY EUCHARIST Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People ~ We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your
saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their
generations. And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say,

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

The Celebrant then continues

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and
cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ
comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make
us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

THE PEACE



