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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: God be with you 

People:    And also with you.  

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Everliving God, we rejoice today in the fellowship of your blessed servant Brigid, 

and we give you thanks for her life of devoted service. Inspire us with life and light, 

and give us perseverance to serve you all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

PSALM 138                    The St. Helena Psalter  

I will give thanks to you, O God, with my whole heart;  

before the gods I will sing your praise.  

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your Name,  

because of your love and faithfulness; 

For you have glorified your Name  

and your word above all things.  

When I called, you answered me;  

you increased my strength within me.  

All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O God,  

when they have heard the words of your mouth.  

They will sing of the ways of God,  

that great is the glory of God.  

Although on high, God cares for the lowly  

and perceives the haughty from afar.  

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;  

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;  

your right hand shall save me.  

You will make good your purpose for me;  

O God, your love endures for ever;  

do not abandon the works of your hands. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                    Matthew 6:25-33 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 
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‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the 

body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap 

nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of 

more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your 

span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 

how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 

glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 

which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 

clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” 

or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive 

for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 

things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well. 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.  

REMEMBERING BRIGID 

Next to Patrick, Brigid is the most beloved of Irish saints. Born at Fauchart about 

the middle of the fifth century, she may have met Patrick as a young girl. She was 

said to be the daughter of Dubhthach, poet laureate of King Loeghaire, and was 

reared in a Druid household. She decided early in life to dedicate her life to God 

alone as a Christian. She received a nun’s veil from Bishop Macaile of Westmeath. 

Gathering around her a group of women, Brigid, in 470, founded a nunnery at 

Kildare, a place whose name meant “Church of the Oak.” Here had flourished the 

cult of a pagan goddess, from which it was said to have derived the sacred fire, 

which she and her successors maintained. To secure the sacraments, Brigid 

persuaded the anchorite Conlaed to receive episcopal ordination and to bring his 

community of monks to Kildare, thus establishing the only known Irish double 

monastery of men and women. Brigid actively participated in policymaking decisions 

in Church conventions. One story has it that she received episcopal orders, which 

may reflect only the fact that she exercised the jurisdictional authority that was 

customarily wielded by medieval abbesses. 

Many stories are told of Brigid’s concern for the poor and needy. When a leper 

woman asked for milk she was healed also of her infirmity. Two blind men were 

given their sight. Best known is the tale that tells of Brigid’s taming of a wolf at the 
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request of a local chieftain whose pet dog had been killed accidentally by a peasant. 

The Gaelic name given to the oyster-catching bird, galle-brigade, attests to her 

affinity for birds. Her feast day itself, February 1, was long held sacred as Imbolg, 

the Celtic festival of Spring. 

Brigid died about 523 at Kildare, outside whose small cathedral the foundations of 

her fire-house are still shown to tourists. Her remains are said to have been re-

interred, at the time of the Danish invasions of the ninth century, with those of 

Patrick, at Downpatrick. 

Brigid, also known as Bride, was very popular both in Scotland and England, where 

many churches have been dedicated to her. The best known of them is that church 

which was designed by Christopher Wren on Fleet Street in London. In Wales, 

Brigid achieved fame under her Gaelic name Ffraid. 

PRAYERS 

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.  

HOLY EUCHARIST                         Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65) 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue 

declared in all your saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the 

lights of the world in their generations.  

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new 

people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by 

your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 

vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, 

eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new 

Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

The Celebrant then continues 

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy 

bread and cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the 

resurrection, until Christ comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into 

one body in the Risen One, and make us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ 

and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 

and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying,  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil,  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray: Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living  

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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BLESSING  

May the peace which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of  God, and may the blessing of the loving God, and God’s 

son, risen for us, and the Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you always.  

THE PEACE 

       The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

All:  And also with you.  


