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ST. MARY’S
SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST

Including a reflection on the life and witness of

JAMES THEODORE HOLLY,
BisHOP OF HAITI AND OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (1911)
Wednesday, March 13, 2024

https://zoom.us/j/584949088
Meeting ID (recurring): 584 949 088

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: God be with you
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Most gracious God, by the calling of your servant James Theodore Holly thou gave us our first
bishop of African American heritage. In his quest for life and freedom, he led your people from
bondage into a new land and established the Church in Haiti. Grant that, inspired by his
testimony, we may overcome our prejudice and honor those whom you call from every family,
language, people, and nation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

PSALM 86:11-17 The St. Helena Psalter

Teach me your way, O God, and I will walk in your truth;
knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name.

[ will thank you, my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your Name for evermore.

For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit.

The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of the violent seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-US-expired
https://zoom.us/j/584949088
https://zoom.us/j/584949088

Page 2 of 4

But you, O God, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.

Turn to me and have mercy upon me;
give your strength to your servant and save the child of your handmaid.

Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed,
because you, O God, have helped me and comforted me.

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 4:31-38

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, ‘I have
food to eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one
has brought him something to eat?’ Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who
sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, “Four months more, then comes the
harvest”? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper
may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, “One sows and another reaps.” | sent you
to reap that for which you did not labour. Others have laboured, and you have entered into
their labour.’

The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

REMEMBERING WILLIAM W. MAYO, CHARLES F. MENNINGER, AND THEIR SONS

James Theodore Augustus Holly was born a free African American in Washington, D.C., on
October 3, 1829. Baptized and confirmed in the Roman Catholic Church, he later became an
Episcopalian. Holly was ordained deacon at St. Matthew’s Church in Detroit, on June 17,
1855, and ordained a priest by the bishop of Connecticut on January 2, 1856. He was
appointed rector of St. Luke's, New Haven. In the same year he founded the Protestant
Episcopal Society for Promoting the Extension of the Church among Colored People, an
antecedent of the Union of Black Episcopalians. He became a friend of Frederick Douglass, and
the two men worked together on many programs.

In 1861, Holly resigned as rector of St. Luke’s to lead a group of African Americans settling in
Haiti. Although his wife, his mother, and two of his children died during the first year, along
with other settlers, Holly stayed on with two small sons, proclaiming that just “as the last
surviving apostle of Jesus was in tribulation ... on the forlorn isle of Patmos, so, by His Divine
Providence, [Christ] had brought this tribulation upon me for a similar end in this isle in the
Caribbean sea.” He welcomed the opportunity to speak of God's love to a people who needed
to hear it.
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On November 8, 1874, James Theodore Holly was ordained the first bishop of Haiti at Grace
Church, New York City. This made him the first Black man to be raised to the office of bishop
in the Episcopal Church, and only the second Black bishop of any major denomination. In
1878, Bishop Holly attended the Lambeth Conference, the first Black to do so, and he
preached at Westminster Abbey on St. James’ Day of that year. In the course of his ministry, he
doubled the size of his diocese, and established medical clinics where none had been before.

Bishop Holly served the Diocese of Haiti until his death on March 13, 1911. He had charge of
the Diocese of the Dominican Republic as well, from 1897 until he died. He is buried on the
grounds of St. Vincent's School for Handicapped Children in Port-au-Prince.

PRAYERS
Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.

HoOLY EUCHARIST Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People ~ We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your
saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their
generations. And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say,

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.



Page 4 of 4

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

The Celebrant then continues

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and
cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ
comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make
us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

THE PEACE



