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ST. MARY’S
SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST

Including a reflection on the life and witness of

CHARLES HENRY BRENT,
BISHOP OF THE PHILIPPINES, AND OF WESTERN NEW YORK (1929)
Wednesday, March 27, 2024
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Meeting ID (recurring): 584 949 088

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: God be with you
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, whose Son prayed that we all might be one: Deliver us from arrogance and
prejudice, and give us wisdom and forbearance, that, following your servant Charles Henry
Brent, we may be united in one family with all who confess the Name of your Son Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

PSALM 122 The St. Helena Psalter

[ was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of God.”

Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;

To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Holy One,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of God.

For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
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Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.

Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.

For my kindred and companions’ sake,
| pray for your prosperity.

Because of the house of the Holy One our God,
I will seek to do you good.”

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 9:35-38

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are
few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’

The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

REMEMBERING CHARLES HENRY BRENT, BISHOP OF THE PHILIPPINES AND OF
WESTERN NEW YORK

Charles Henry Brent was born in Canada in 1862 and was educated at Trinity College,
University of Toronto. Ordained in Canada, he came to the United States where, in 1901, he
was elected by the House of Bishops as Missionary Bishop of the Philippines. In the Philippines,
he began a crusade against the opium traffic, a campaign he later expanded to the continent of
Asia. He became President of the Opium Conference in Shanghai in 1909, and represented the
United States on the League of Nations Narcotics Committee. He also established cordial
relations with the Philippine Independent Church, which led, ultimately, to intercommunion with
that Church.

Bishop Brent served as Senior Chaplain of the American Expeditionary Forces in World War I,
and in 1918 he accepted election as Bishop of Western New York, having declined three
previous elections in order to remain at his post in the Philippines.

Brent was the outstanding figure of the Episcopal Church on the world scene for two decades.
The central focus of his life and ministry was the cause of Christian unity. After attending the
World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh in 1910, he led the Episcopal Church in the
movement that culminated in the first World Conference on Faith and Order, which was held in
Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1927, and over which he presided. He died in 1929.

James Thayer Addison, the historian, described Brent as “a saint of disciplined mental vigor,
one whom soldiers were proud to salute and whom children were happy to play with, who could
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dominate a parliament and minister to an invalid, a priest and bishop who gloried in the
heritage of his Church, yet who stood among all Christian brothers as one who served ... He
was everywhere an ambassador of Christ.”

Brent was also a man of prayer. One of his prayers for the mission of the Church has been
included in the Book of Common Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of
love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us with your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name.”

PRAYERS
Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.

HoOLY EUCHARIST Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People ~ We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your
saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their
generations. And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say,

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

The Celebrant then continues

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and
cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ
comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make
us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

THE PEACE



