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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: God be with you 

People:    And also with you.  

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Eternal and ever-gracious God, you blessed your servant Thurgood with 

exceptional grace and courage to discern and speak the truth: Grant that, following 

his example, we may know you and recognize that we are all your children, brothers 

and sisters of Jesus Christ, who teaches us to love one another; and who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

PSALM 34:15-22                  The St. Helena Psalter 

The eyes of God are upon the righteous,  

and the ears of God are open to their cry.  

The face of God is against those who do evil,  

to root out the remembrance of them from the earth.  

The righteous cry, and God hears them  

and delivers them from all their troubles.  

God is near to the brokenhearted  

and will save those whose spirits are crushed.  

Many are the troubles of the righteous,  

but God will deliver them out of them all. 

20 God will keep safe all their bones; 

not one of them shall be broken.  

Evil shall slay the wicked,  

and those who hate the righteous will be punished.  

O God, you will ransom the life of your servants, 

and none will be punished who trust in you. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                    Matthew 23:1-11 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees 

sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not 

do as they do, for they do not practise what they teach. They tie up heavy burdens, 

hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are 
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unwilling to lift a finger to move them. They do all their deeds to be seen by 

others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They love to 

have the place of honour at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to 

be greeted with respect in the market-places, and to have people call them 

rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all 

students. And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—the one 

in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the 

Messiah. The greatest among you will be your servant. 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.  

REMEMBERING THURGOOD MARSHALL, LAWYER AND JURIST 

Thurgood Marshall was a distinguished American jurist and the first African 

American to become an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 

Marshall was born in 1908. He attended Frederick Douglass High School in 

Baltimore and Lincoln University in Pennsylvania. Pushed toward other professions, 

Marshall was determined to be an attorney. He was denied admission to the 

University of Maryland Law School due to its segregationist admissions policy. He 

enrolled and graduated magna cum laude from the Law School of Howard 

University in Washington. 

Marshall began the practice of law in Baltimore in 1933 and began representing the 

local chapter of the NAACP in 1934, eventually becoming the legal counsel for the 

national organization. He won his first major civil rights decision in 1936, Murray v. 

Pearson, which forced the University of Maryland to open its doors to blacks. 

At the age of 32, Marshall successfully argued his first case before the United 

States Supreme Court and went on to win 29 of the 32 cases he argued before the 

court. As a lawyer, his crowning achievement was arguing successfully for the 

plaintiffs in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, in 1954. The Supreme Court 

ruled that the “separate but equal” doctrine was unconstitutional and ordered the 

desegregation of public schools across the nation. 

President Lyndon Johnson appointed Marshall as the 96th Associate Justice of the 

United States Supreme Court in 1967, a position he held for 24 years. Marshall 

compiled a long and impressive record of decisions on civil rights, not only for 

African Americans, but also for women, Native Americans, and the incarcerated; he 
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was a strong advocate for individual freedoms and human rights. He adamantly 

believed that capital punishment was unconstitutional and should be abolished. 

During his years in Washington, Marshall and his family were members of St. 

Augustine’s Episcopal Church, where he was affectionately known as “The Judge.” 

He is remembered as “a wise and godly man who knew his place and role in history 

and obeyed God’s call to follow justice wherever it led.” 

PRAYERS 

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.  

HOLY EUCHARIST                         Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65) 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue 

declared in all your saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the 

lights of the world in their generations.  

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new 

people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by 

your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 

vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, 

eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new 

Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

The Celebrant then continues 

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy 

bread and cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the 

resurrection, until Christ comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into 

one body in the Risen One, and make us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ 

and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 

and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying,  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil,  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Eternal and Life-Giving God,   

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace,  

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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BLESSING  

May the peace which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of  God, and may the blessing of the loving God, and God’s 

son, risen for us, and the Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you always.  

THE PEACE 

       The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

All:  And also with you.  


