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Jeanne d’Arc
Clement de Fauquembergue, 1429
French National Archives

(public domain)

ST. MARY’S
SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST

Including a reflection on the life and witness of

JEANNE D’ARC (JOAN OF ARC),
MYSTIC AND SOLDIER, 1431
Wednesday, May 29, 2024

https://zoom.us/j/584949088
Meeting ID (recurring): 584 949 088

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: God be with you
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Holy God, whose power is made perfect in weakness: we honor you for the calling of Jeanne
d'Arc, who, though young, rose up in valor to bear your standard for her country, and endured
with grace and fortitude both victory and defeat; and we pray that we, like Jeanne, may bear
witness to the truth that is in us to friends and enemies alike, and, encouraged by the
companionship of your saints, give ourselves bravely to the struggle for justice in our time;

through Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

PSAIM 144:1-12 The St. Helena Psalter

Blessed be my God, my rock,
who trains my hands to fight and my fingers to battle;

My help and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer,
my shield in whom I trust, who subdues the peoples under me.
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O God, what are we that you should care for us,
mere mortals that you should think of us?

We are like a puff of wind; our days are like a passing shadow.

Bow your heavens, O God, and come down;
touch the mountains, and they shall smoke.

Hurl the lightning and scatter them;
shoot out your arrows and rout them.

Stretch out your hand from on high;
rescue me and deliver me from the great waters, from the hand of foreign peoples,

Whose mouths speak deceitfully
and whose right hand is raised in falsehood.

O God, I will sing to you a new song;
[ will play to you on a ten-stringed lyre.

You give victory to rulers
and have rescued David your servant.

Rescue me from the hurtful sword,
and deliver me from the hand of foreign peoples,

Whose mouths speak deceitfully
and whose right hand is raised in falsehood.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 12:25-30

He knew what they were thinking and said to them, ‘Every kingdom divided against itself is laid
waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. If Satan casts out Satan, he is
divided against himself; how then will his kingdom stand? If I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by
whom do your own exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by
the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. Or how
can one enter a strong man's house and plunder his property, without first tying up the strong
man? Then indeed the house can be plundered. Whoever is not with me is against me, and
whoever does not gather with me scatters.

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.

REMEMBERING JEANNE D’ARC

Jeanne d'Arc, or Joan of Arc, was born the daughter of peasant stock in France in 1412. Called
the “Maid of Orleans,” she was a religious child, and at a young age she began to experience
spiritual visions, which she described as voices emerging from a powerful flash of light. She
believed that Saint Michael and Saint Catherine, among other saints, called her to save France
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from the civil war between the Houses of Orleans and Burgundy. At first, her visions were
looked upon skeptically, but she eventually convinced King Charles VI, the not yet consecrated
King of France, of the genuineness of her visions.

In consultation with several of his theologians, Charles decided to allow Joan to lead an
expedition to Orleans. According to legend, she wore a suit of white armor and carried a
banner bearing the symbol of the Trinity and the words “Jesus, Maria.” Charles’ troops were
inspired and won the battle for their city. She convinced Charles to proceed to Reims for his
coronation and she stood at his side throughout the ceremony.

Joan was eventually taken prisoner by Burgundian troops and sold to the English. In 1431, she
returned to France, appeared before the Bishop of Beauvais, and was tried at Rouen on charges
of witchcraft and heresy. Her visions were declared “false and diabolical” and she was forced to
recant. Later that year, however, she was tried and condemned as a relapsed heretic and burnt
to death and Rouen. In 1456, following an appeal of her trial, Pope Callistus III declared her to
have been falsely accused. She was Canonized by Pope Benedict XV in 1920.

Although her efforts were unsuccessful in ending civil war in France, she inspired later
generations with her faith, her heroism, and her commitment to God and to her King. She is
today one of the patron saints of France.

PRAYERS

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.

HoOLY EUCHARIST Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People ~ We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your
saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their
generations. And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say,

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

The Celebrant then continues

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and
cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ
comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make
us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

THE PEACE



