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COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: God be with you 
People:    And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Merciful God, you called your priest James Chisholm to sacrifice his life in working 
to relieve his parishioners and the people of his city during a yellow fever epidemic: 
Help us remember that in giving up our lives to your service, we win the eternal 
crown that never fades away in that heavenly kingdom where, with Jesus Christ our 
Savior and the Holy Spirit, you reign, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

PSALM 116:5-9                  The St. Helena Psalter
You watch over the innocent;  

I was brought very low, and you helped me.  

Turn again to your rest, O my soul,  
for God has treated you well.  

For you, O God, have rescued my life from death,  
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.  

I will walk in the presence of God,  
in the land of the living.  

I believed, even when I said, “I have been brought very low.”  
In my distress I said, “No one can be trusted.” 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 24:1-8 

A reading from Matthew:

As Jesus came out of the temple and was going away, his disciples came to point 
out to him the buildings of the temple. Then he asked them, ‘You see all these, do 
you not? Truly I tell you, not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be 
thrown down.’ 

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, 
saying, ‘Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of 
the end of the age?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Beware that no one leads you 
astray. For many will come in my name, saying, “I am the Messiah!” and they will 
lead many astray. And you will hear of wars and rumours of wars; see that you are 
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not alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places: all this is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 

The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God.

REMEMBERING JAMES CHISHOLM, PRIEST

James Chisholm was the rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Portsmouth, 
Virginia. 

In 1855, an aggressive yellow fever epidemic swept through tidewater Virginia. 
Many of the region’s wealthy citizens were able to escape the area to avoid 
exposure and contamination. In most cases the physicians and clergy who served 
them departed as well. This left the area’s poor bereft of doctors, caregivers and, in 
some cases, the basic provisions of food and water to sustain life. 

James Chisholm sent his family away to safety, staying behind to provide whatever 
care for the sick he could. Chisholm provided food, amateur medical assistance, 
and pastoral care. He was even known to have dug graves for those who had died. 

As the ravages of the plague were beginning to subside, Chisholm, weary to the 
point of exhaustion from his faithful priestly service, contracted the yellow fever and 
died. 

An account of Chisholm’s sacrifice, written only months after his death, marvels at 
the inner strength that Chisholm discovered that enabled him to stay behind and 
serve the people many of whom were only waiting to die. Before the crisis, 
Chisholm was not thought of as a particularly strong man in body, and was 
described as having been retiring to the point of bashfulness, delicate, weak, and 
lacking much fortitude. When faced, however, with the call of these priestly duties 
in the face of great hardship, Chisholm showed a strength and courage few knew he 
possessed. 

PRAYERS

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.  

HOLY EUCHARIST Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65) 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
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Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue 
declared in all your saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the 
lights of the world in their generations. 

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say, 
Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new 
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by 
your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 
vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, 
eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
The Celebrant then continues 

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy 
bread and cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the 
resurrection, until Christ comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into 
one body in the Risen One, and make us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ 
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and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 
and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying, Our Father… 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  

Eternal and Life-Giving God,   
you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

BLESSING 
May the peace which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of  God, and may the blessing of the loving God, and God’s 
son, risen for us, and the Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you always.  

THE PEACE
       The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All:  And also with you.  


