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The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Sunday closest to August 10 

Proper 14, Year A, RCL 

The Collect 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who 

cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Isaiah 58:1-11 

False and True Worship 

Shout out, do not hold back! 

   Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their rebellion, 

   to the house of Jacob their sins.  

Yet day after day they seek me 

   and delight to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

   and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

they ask of me righteous judgements, 

   they delight to draw near to God.  

‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

   Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ 

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, 

   and oppress all your workers.  

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

   and to strike with a wicked fist. 

Such fasting as you do today 

   will not make your voice heard on high.  

Is such the fast that I choose, 

   a day to humble oneself? 

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

   and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

Will you call this a fast, 

   a day acceptable to the Lord?  

 

Is not this the fast that I choose: 



 
 

   to loose the bonds of injustice, 

   to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

   and to break every yoke?  

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

   and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 

   and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

   and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

your vindicator shall go before you, 

   the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.  

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 

   you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  

Psalm 85:8-13 

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

The Epistle - Romans 10:5-15 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does 

these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in 

your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend 

into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? 

“The word is near you,  

on your lips and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes 

with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture 

says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew 



 
 

and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who 

calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one 

of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And 

how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 

those who bring good news!” 

The Gospel - Matthew 14:22-33 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the 

crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When 

evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the 

land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the 

sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” 

And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not 

be afraid.” 

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, 

“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But 

when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 

save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 

faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Today’s playlist: 

 

 

Ojibwe artist ᐅᓴᐘᐱᑯᐱᓀᓯ  (Copper Thunderbird, a.k.a Norval Morrisseau) ,  

Copyright © 1958 – 2023 The Estate of Norval Morrisseau  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

[Verse 1] 

Underneath the mask of the sulfur sky 

A bunch of us were busy waiting 

Watching the people looking ill at ease 

Watching the fraying rope get closer to 

breaking 

 

[Verse 2] 

Women and men moved back and forth 

In between effect and cause 

And just beyond the range of normal sight 

This glittering joker was dancing in the 

dragon's jaws 

 

[Chorus] 

Let me be a little of your breath 

Moving over the face of the deep 

I want to be a particle of your light 

Flowing over the hills of morning 

 

[Verse 3] 

The only sign you gave of who you were 

When you first came walking down the road 

Was the way the dust motes danced around 

Your feet in a cloud of gold 

 

[Verse 3] 

But everything you see's not the way it 

seems 

Tears can sing and joy shed tears 

You can take the wisdom of this world 

And give it to the ones who think it all ends 

here 

 

[Chorus] 

Let me be a little of your breath 

Moving over the face of the deep 

I want to be a particle of your light 

Flowing over the hills of morning 

(Flowing) Flowing over the hills of morning 

(Over the hills) Flowing over the hills of 

morning 

 


